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Leichhardt Council has begun advertising for consultants to coordinate the 
drawing up the Master Plan for Callan Park.

Already more than 40 consulting firms have expressed interest in what will 
be the contract of the year for planning firms. Callan Park, after all, is one of 
Sydney’s iconic sites.

The final Master Plan will lay down what is to happen in Callan Park in the 
next decades.

The consultants will be expected to research the site and its possibilities, 
and to come up with options for its future. The public will have the 
opportunity to respond to those alternative scenarios before Council adopts 
the final version. The Mayor is aiming for these options to be on public 
exhibition before the end of the year.

At this stage Council has 
budgeted to contribute 
$250,000 to the cost of 
the master planning. 
It is pressing the state 
government to come up with 
half of the final costing. Given 
that the site is still owned 
by the state government – 
and that in other “sites of 
state significance”, the state 
government stumps up the 
total cost of master plans – 
this is clearly a reasonable  
(or even generous) position 
that Council has taken. 

– Hall Greenland

PETITION...
If you want to press Verity Firth, the current Member of Parliament for Balmain, on this issue, please sign our petition.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO...
You can also write or email Verity Firth MP at  112AGlebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 or  balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au



Mental health back in the news 
and Callan Park is still on  
the agenda

Mental health back in the news 
and Callan Park is still on  
the agenda

The Friends of Callan Park favour the 
return of a psychiatric hospital – or 
more precisely, the establishment of a 
centre of mental health excellence in 
Callan Park. 

Such a restored mental health facility 
or centre would: 

•	 �combine treatment of non-acute 
patients with research and 
training

•	 �take immediate advantage of the 
1990s and 1960s cottage style 
wards in Callan Park (they are 
currently vacant)

•	 �enjoy the beauty and tranquillity 
of Callan Park (which has proven 
therapeutic value)

•	 pioneer new treatments

•	 be open to the community

•	 �offer day facilities for people 
living in the community.

Australian-of-the-Year and mental 
health reformer, Professor Patrick 
McGorry, doesn’t necessarily 
completely agree with all of this 
concept, but says “I have an open 
mind”. 

Professor McGorry wrote to us 
recently to say: “I do not think we 
should have large concentrations of 
beds on a single site. We need smaller 

havens for acute care and then 
community based beds for supported 
living.  I think Callan Park could be 
used for a range of community-
focused activities in mental health 
and include educational and research 
programs as well as well-being 
programs … My main concern is for 
scaling up of investment in services 
for people with mental ill health at all 
stages and especially in adolescents 
and emerging adults.”

Professor McGorry has promised to 
visit later this year.

Inspired by the sad revelations in the 
recent Insight television program into 
the mental health crisis and featuring 
Professor McGorry, the Friends have 
been lobbying Members of Parliament 
from all sides of politics about the 
need to restore the hospital or major 
mental health services to Callan Park. 

We’ve already seen Sylvia Hale from 
the Greens, Kevin Humphries from 
the Nationals, Rob Stokes and Brad 
Hazzard from the Liberals (both 
opposition frontbenchers concerned 
with mental health and planning). 
We’ve also had a meeting with the 
cross-bench MPs from the Upper 
House (including the Reverends Nile 
and Moyes). We are now pursuing 
a meeting with minister assisting for 
mental health Barbara Perry (Labor). 

The Friends haven’t given up on the 
Rudd Labor government either. Callan 
Park is in the electorate of Anthony 
Albanese, minister for infrastructure, 
and on the border of the seat held by 
Tanya Plibersek, minister for housing 
and responsible for homeless people 
programs. As you may know, one 
survey found that 75% of homeless 
people in inner-Sydney suffer from a 
mental illness. 

If these politicians are serious about 
tackling homelessness, then Callan 
Park offers the facilities to heal people 
with a mental illness who now find 
themselves cast out onto the streets. 
And if the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd is 
serious about health reform, how can 
he overlook the tragic under-funding of 
mental health in Australia?

The planning for the future of Callan 
Park is about to begin. The Friends 
will be putting up ideas for the re-
commissioning of the mental health 
buildings during that planning 
process.

There is no reason why Callan Park’s 
future cannot encompass mental 
health, educational and community 
uses combined with glorious 
parkland for all. 

- Roger Parkes & Hall Greenland for 
Friends of Callan Park

Faced with the fact that thousands of 
people are in jail or homeless because 
they have a serious (but treatable) 
mental illness … And that far too 
many of them will take their own lives 
without proper hospital treatment and 
community support …

•	 Australian-of-the-Year 
Patrick McGorry agrees  

to visit

•	 Professor Vaughan Carr joins 
the fray for balanced mental 
health system (see reprint in 

this newsletter)

•	  MPs lobbied
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Like to join Friends of Callan Park?
It’s easy, just fill out the form below and send it and $20 to FOCP, 17 North Ave, Leichhardt NSW 2040. We welcome new members. 

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to Friends of Callan Park. Or come to one of our monthly meetings

Name

Address

Email

FOCP monthly meetings: Monday, April 12, 7pm AND Monday, May 3, 7pm. All meetings at the NSW Writers’ Centre within Callan Park – 
follow the signs from the main gates at Cecily Street. Anyone interested in Callan Park is welcome. More information: 0408 643 786.
 

!

Bay Run: It’s time
The attempts at cost shifting by the state government seem 
to have no end. Lately the current local MP for Balmain, Verity 
Firth, is calling on Leichhardt Council to fund half the cost of 
upgrading the Bay Run along the Callan Park foreshore (it 
would involve a cost to Council of $250,000-300,000). 

Back in 2006 the state government was going to pay the  
whole amount – shared between NSW Health and the 
Department of Planning. NSW Health actually submitted  
the Development Application.

Now with the state election looming, the local MP is 
pressing the Leichhardt Council (and Jamie Parker, the 
Green Mayor and likely challenger to Verity Firth) for half 
the money. But to gain any credibility from this issue, it’s 
necessary for the local member to convince the government 
to stump up the money. 

The Bay Run upgrade was promised in 2006 – by the state 
government. 2010 is time to deliver.

Contamination:  
report promised soon
The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority (which is man-
aging Callan Park at present) has promised to release the 
investigation into contamination at Callan Park as soon as 
the report is completed.

The basic on-site investigations were done last September. 
The Council called for a full investigation after earlier spot 
checks revealed “hot spots” on the site. The contamination 
has apparently been caused by the burying and burning of 
hospital wastes last century, the storage of fuel and the infill 
of foreshore areas with building and other waste materials. 

Council takeover of  
Callan Park?
Negotiations on the state government’s offer of 41 hectares 
of Callan Park’s 61 hectares to Leichhardt Council continue. 
The advantage of Council taking up this offer is that it would 
offer one more layer of protection for Callan Park.

However, the government did not offer a draft agreement 
until September last year and for the past six months the 
negotiations have stalled on the question of money. 

The state government is offering Council $2.4 million – or 
what it would spend on maintenance between now and 
mid-2011. From that point onwards, the state government 
would be financially responsible for only its third of the site.

Basically the Council doesn’t want the state government 
to be able to walk away from the rest of the site without 
taking responsibility for protection of the heritage buildings 
on site, cleaning up any contamination and bringing the 
infrastructure up to reasonable standard. In other words,  
the Council doesn’t want to sign up for the proverbial  
“pig in the poke” as far as costs are concerned.

Keep up to date by visiting our website: www.callanpark.com


