Dear Mr Rudd, 

How to help the homeless: re-open Rozelle Psychiatric Hospital in Callan Park as a national centre for mental health and wellness ...

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Mr Rudd,

We applaud your intention to reduce homelessness and tackle the causes of this ‘national shame’, as your government’s recent Green Paper rightly calls it.

You may be aware of research from the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute that “Australians with mental disorders may constitute up to three quarters of homeless people” in inner Sydney. Or that nearly two thirds of the clients of your government’s homeless program, the Supported Accommodation Assistance Program, suffer from mental illness or drug addictions. (Green Paper, May 2008,  pages 27 and 33.) 

For these fellow Australians the first step to settled accommodation is good mental health. They need housing, yes, but without wellness they will lose it and return to the cycle of homelessness. 

Many of them, denied treatment and rehabilitation, will end up sleeping rough – ‘each night 620 new people seek SAAP accommodation and almost 360 are turned away’, says the Green paper (page 36). Sadly many of these Australians will find accommodation – in jail. Hundreds of people suffering a serious but treatable mental illness are imprisoned in NSW - and most of them do not receive treatment there either.

This alternative to homelessness is an affront not only to our decency as a society but is in contravention of our international treaty obligations not to jail people with a mental illness. Every day magistrates and judges are forced to send mentally ill people to jail because there are no hospital beds for them.

Mr Prime Minister, Callan Park in Sydney’s inner-west could be part of the solution to these shameful facts.

Callan Park has vacant cottages and wards built in the 1990s which could accommodate up to 50 patients. There are also wards built in the 1960s which could be converted to top modern treatment and rehabilitation facilities for another 150  - and at a third of the cost of new building.   

These waiting buildings are set in a place of extraordinary beauty on Sydney Harbour. The parklands of Callan Park are therapeutic in themselves – as research on the NSW Health website confirms.

Above all, the local community supports the re-opening of the hospital in Callan Park. Unfortunately,  the NSW government, whose record on mental health is appalling, remains obdurately opposed to taking this much needed step.

Which is why we are appealing to you, Mr Rudd. As a Queenslander you may be aware that the old asylum at Walston Park in Brisbane was re-opened a few years ago as “The Park, centre for mental health treatment, research and education”. We ask for the same for Callan Park. 

Finally, we believe making Callan Park a centre for mental wellness would be an act of good faith that would not only inspire people working in mental health and homelessness, but prompt the return of trained staff and attract new staff. 

Our fellow Australians deserve no less.

Yours faithfully,

Friends of Callan Park (and many citizens who have added their names ...)

P.S. Perhaps you and your relevant ministers would like a tour of Callan Park when you are next in Sydney – please don’t hesitate to call us.

What you can do

1. Download and sign this letter online at www.callanpark.com or at one of our street stalls and send it with your name and address to Friends of Callan Park, 17 North Ave, Leichhardt NSW 2040

2. Help financially with our campaign:  Donations can be made direct to Friends of Callan Park, National Australian Bank,   details here ....

3. Join Friends of Callan Park (see clip-off form below)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Membership of Friends of Callan Park costs just $20

Name:

Address:

Make all cheques payable to Friends of Callan Park and post to 17 North Ave, Leichhardt NSW 2040. All memberships and donations receipted and acknowledged. 

